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THE HIGH-- 
CAREER 
Donald Lykkebak 
takes on cases with + 

stratospheric odds 

THE STORYTELLER 1 
Nobody can weave a 
tale like Milton Hirsch ! '  

A LAWYERLY LINEAGE 
Shane Kelley's deep roots 
in law-and Fort Lauderdale 

1 



For Ervin Gonzalez to take a case, it has to  pass the 'wow' test 

PLAYING 

Heart by photography KATHIE by KLARREtCH LARRY MARCUS 

nin A. Gonzalez's h e a t  still mts every rime 
hr hears that knock on the jury mom door sig- 
nalilig a trrdict. 

Never rlrjnd that Ire's averaged ahout one 
ndhon-cloh-plus u r i n  a year-hcluclinq 

the largest personal u$uq- award a r r  i11 a rederal court 
(a $4.1 million j q  axyard apinst  a h ~ i t a l  accl~sed of 
defrauding his client)--since his first one in 1988. Thouglr 
Gorlzalez had only been seeking $750,000, the hefty ver- 
dict dicln't slllprisc lirn. 

That's rr~aitlly becat~se irr  as ordy d m  years out of 
law 5chool. 

"I didn't h o w  enough to h o w  that that was a big 
deal," confesses Cror~zalez, 47. '1 was just doing a job. If 
you get good facts, present a god c a r ,  you get good danl- 
ages. That's what k~wyers do." 

Now a partner ai Colson Hi& Eidson in M i d ,  
Gonzalez's resume coudd fdl a tome. 'Bur his be@ninp 
were humble. His parents emigrated from Cuba in 1960, 
shortly before GonzaIa was born, determined to raise 
their cldd ijx a free cowltry To make errds nleet, his dad 
worked as a M r o p  at fie+JeK'erson Hotel on h/Ii;i~ni 
B e a a  his mom in Kemirlaon Paik Elemerlhq $d~ool's 
caf'eteria. At bame, the Gonaalez family incorporated the 
cultures, speahng both English and Spanish. Mhen be 
u~a~rl't studyir~g. Gomala played infielder for a Zocd Latjn- 

..lnlericm baseball Ileague. 
It was hk father's preoccupation Iwitl what was h ~ p -  

pe~~ing- ur Cuba hat shaped Ervin's fierce derlication to the 
rule of law. 

"\VIlen Cuba was taken over by ty-ranny m ~ d  oppres- 
sion, nothing c o d  be clorle to stop it," says Gonzales, 
scated at a kg? woodell desk on the m o r d  floor of his 
boi~~iqiie law fin in Coral Gables. A w e d  dqdonlas, 
c d ~ c a t e s  and accolades fill an en& w a  a photo or krs 
~SqJanice,  and thei r  dog, Foq, are tucked into his boaer. 

Foci~ed b u ~  rrie~ldly G o ~ d e z  hq a compact athletic build 
and skort-crnpped hair He h the kind of guy you would 
expect to mnember names, dates and plaws 1l.llen Ire 
spr& about dients cvlao have been 'i~mrlgecl--or about his 
couu~hy-ilk jaw sck with cot~victioil. 

"hr the U.S.. people respect Lke hr-v," Gonzalez says. 
"I love lkis coumm; for its constitutional rights and due 
process. It's meaningul to Amel-icans, and I always h~m; 
h i r l  the urne I t m s  redyfitde, drat I wanted to be a part 
of d~is legal systcrn." 

So ~rluch so h 2 t  hc has n e w  travel~cl to his parerris' 
native ho~nelmd: "Never, z 101q as [either] Casw is 
in power. 1 am not going to give him r r y  had-earned 
American cash so lie cnn use it for his Colrr~r~u~list ways." 

Gonzalez started mahag drat hard-rar~lcd clsl1 at a 
young age, ~vorkirlg his way through Za Salle, a priva~e 
Caholic I@Ir school. as a bag boy at a Iocd M'inn-Dixie 
grocery stot.e. He juiggled several jobs--disc jockey, &par- 
ment stare sales clerk and helper for mentally cRaUerigd 
children and young adul-zvhile attending Biscayne 
College. Gonzdez earned a dcgree political scierlce wcl 
gracluaced in 1985 fmn the Urlii~rsity ol' hIiirmi School 
of Law Ciim lau~cle. He walked for a local frm, Fhe 
Jacobson Schwartz Nash Block England, for thlre yea3 
befort: st&g hk m-n fir111 with attorney Karen Gievers. 
it?len she rrlovcd to Tallahassee, GonzaJee jouled Colson 
Hicks Eidsorr, 

The 15-larq~r tirrn handles only high-stakes, complex 
plainfl-side iawxuits. & d e z  chooses his clients care- 
fd\: His criteria? "'The casc has to p a s  the 'wow' test. If 
sorneorre wmes in here and explains someding to rrlc and 
I tIliuk, 'That's ~vl-ong, thx 's  noc supposecl to happen,' then 
it's a case I want to work on. For me, losing is rial an alter- 
~rative." he says. 

This pkilosopl~ underscores how Gonzalez appro ache^ 
He: headsn. It also expI-sins his parsion for his job, as 



v,rU all his other achities. 
"If I fail, itb not for lack of 
hying," lle says with a laugh. 
Eva?: morning. Gonzdez gets 
up early to h&~ in a triathlete 
discipline--n~nntig, biking or 
s ~ i n m ~ i n g - b e  heading 
off to work, hut he doesn't pas- 
ticipare in triathlor~. Such corrr- 
petitio~i tvodcl constune h h ,  
he says, and he wo~dd rather 
ex-perld his energy on I& cases, 
,uld his invol\%~.ement in the legill 
conunwlity He is a rnemnber 
of &e bead of goverrlors of 
The Florida Bar, the Ka~orlaJ 
batitute of Trial Lax+ppers and 
the knerican B o d  of Trial 
La\v-yeis; past president of the 
Dade County Bar Association 
and the Dxle C o u n ~  TTrid 
h~v~ers Association, ,wd forrller 
director of' the Acaderri): of 
Trial L3uyels. 

COMPASSlON COUNTS 
lI.?Ien Goradez takes on a 

case, he hies to see d m  hi11 

h e  client's perspective. Gomalez 
~ O M B  what it is like to q e r i -  
ence trawlla: Hi wife is a itr- 
par breast mlcer s&r. "If 
I represent someoric. I lmve to 
understand their loss. I to 
feel llaw drey reel a b u t  i t  I'm 
heir  charilpior~. That's the only 
way I can h o w  h ~ n y  lierut what 
the real %due is for ha t  case." 

I 
One slich case it~wlvcd the 

2005 medical malpracuce suit 
@lst Ma1.pol-t Naval Station. 
The hosyital ~ ~ i l s  found gdty 
of medcd tlegligcrioe in die 
chi ldbi i  of Kevirl Bravo 
Rodriguez, Mho barn with 
severe brain damage. 'The par- 
ents were awarded $60.9 milliorr. 
Although that wa later reduced 
io about $41 rnilliorl, it was still a 
record for a case tried uiider idle 
federd Tort C W  Act, which 
deems that all cases against Lhe 
U.S. pvcr~unent must be decided by judges, who typically award around-the-clock care a i d  c,uulot speak.  he^, scc, mAow or 
smaller mounts dim juries. mnove, although he can feel pain. 

Go~dez-dong wirh Coral Gables lawyer Deborah J. Earlier that same year; Gonzalez won a $65 million verlia 
Gander--argued that the hospital staff was grossly ~legligeilt, (including $6 1 nlil1ion in punitive damages) for the family of a 12- 
ignoring evidence of f e d  distress dl~ritig the d d d b h h .  Kevin w m  ymr-old boy ~ v h o  was decrmcuted after taking 1.rfuge in a lighted 
fulall.~~ delivered in rn emergency c a e s m  secuon. He requires Ivliani bus stop durii~g a late-hurrb~le : continued on page 13 ] 

See Selection Process on page 21 FLORIDA SUPER LAWYERS 2 0 a 8  - SOUTH FLOR1DA 19 


