The Auburn Food Bank

November 2008

Our foyer has had nothing but standing room only every day.  We have 17 places to sit…within minutes of opening the door, we have 30 people signed up…by 90 minutes we are at 100 and the wait to be seen can stretch to an hour….even with three of us doing the interviewing.    We matched our record high of 148 families in a 4 hour period…..and on this same day we set a new record of 30 brand new families in one day.  By the end of the week – we had a new record of 154 families for the day.
We haven’t run out of food yet!  We are getting donations in through you coming with a trunk full of sacks or the many businesses that are running food drives!  We aren’t restocking any warehouse space yet – but we are feeding everyone – and not running out!  That feels good!
Some of the awesome donations have come from: 

the school district --- the students have gone above and beyond!  

The Administration has challenged each department

Annex Building

McKinney Trucking had a “fill the truck” setting outside of Albertson’s

The Super Mall had a “Trick or Treat so Others May Eat”

Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints Students went door to door

Kronlund Chiropractic                                                                    Prospect Construction

Green River Community College                                                 Molen Orthodontics

World Vision                                                                                     Molen Oral & Facial Surgery

Main Street Barber Shop                                                                Focal Point Photography

Auburn Downtown Association                                                    Auburn Family Medical Center

Brandrud Furniture                                                                         Span-Alaska

Lover’s                                                                                               Tedrick Roofing

Top Foods                                                                                         Valley Pontiac GMC

Curves                                                                                               Universal Refrigeration

Ewing Irrigation                                                                                Longhorn BBQ

BECU                                                                                                 GOS Printing

EM Aesthetics                                                                                  RPM Steel

FFA                                                                                                    Fitchitt,Benedict & Clark

SSA                                                                                                    Grace Community Church            
GSA                                                                                                    NW Family Church

Lakeland Parents Coop                                                                  Holy Family   

Auburn Mechanical                                                                                    Wabash Presbyterian

Sons of Italy                                                                                      Community of Christ Church

Kirby Electric                                                                                     White River Presbyterian   

Edward Jones                                                                                  Wells Fargo

Valley Bank                                                                                      Poe Construction

Hinshaw Motorcycle                                                                                    Scotty’s Construction

Aero Control                                                                                     Tim’s Cascade Chips

I wish I could list all the names of families, too!

This outpouring of generosity – in the midst of loss of jobs, cutbacks, higher prices taking more of the paycheck – has been overwhelming!  It’s hard to look at life and see the negative when so many of you are stretching what you have to make a difference in the lives of your children, your parents, your neighbors, your friends…..yes – these are the clients we see here at the food bank….somebody you know and are close to.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Our 15th Annual Harvest Breakfast was a great day for us!  520 chairs with 504 seats occupied.  Our second largest in financial giving:  $67,500.00!  “Hands Around Auburn” was portrayed by High School Students who had sold cut-outs for $1.00 – making a chain – that they then stretched around the room twice.  This signified over $4,000.00 just from our high school students!

Miss Auburn, Cara Rudd, sang a beautiful song with the phrase “somebody’s down to their last dime….somebody’s runnin’ out of time….” and you could just envision what that must feel like….especially at this time when so many have lost in the stock market, or lost their jobs.  Hardly a dry eye in the house…..and as she sang….the students in the room stood wearing t-shirts saying “NOT ON MY WATCH.”

Our feature this year was a video presentation done for us free of charge – relaying some of the history of where the food bank began and where it is today.  Mary Tungsvik (former volunteer & Board President), Mayor Pete Lewis and Jack Laverty (former Executive Director), shared some history.  Two of our Senior citizens who receive our Saturday deliveries and two students who receive our backpacks shared how much the food bank – through you – has done for them.   One young boy stated; “it’s a privilege to receive…” and another thanked YOU in his native language.   AWESOME!

AND – In spite of getting no respect – Past Presidents Wil Lathrop, Dennis Grad and Current President, Kevin Martin – once again did “The Brotherhood of the Ask” – compelling those in attendance to write a second check – or at least empty their pockets and give until it hurts!  While this has been a part of our program that makes us laugh – it also brings the very real message that without your support – many more could be standing in line tomorrow – and because of your support – some only have to stand in line once.

Someone mentioned it was hard to believe a non-profit could put on such a nicely done professional program….but it can be done – with the generosity of so many sharing their talents and their time with us.

SAVE THE DATE NOW:   November 6, 2009 --- don’t plan to walk in and find an open seat – they are few and far between!  Plan to call and host your own table of 7 friends and join us for breakfast!
Thanksgiving Baskets happened today November 25 -- 801 families equaling 2562 people were served.   We had 82 volunteers along with our Boeing Crew who have faithfully delivered to our homebound.

Christmas Baskets will be December 23 over at Holy Family Church on 17th St SE.

Thank you for joining us in the fight to end hunger…..right here in Auburn….

Debbie Christian

Executive Director 
